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1. Introduction

1.1 This paper details the proposed Smoke-Free Policy to be implemented at the South East Fire and Rescue Control Centre.  This policy was agreed by the South East Fire and Rescue Control Centre Limited (‘SEFRCC’) Board on 10th July 2009, subject to the outcomes of this consultation exercise and future review.

2. Discussion


2.1 This policy has been developed to protect all employees, visitors, Members and contractors from exposure to second hand smoke and to assist compliance with the Smoke-free (Premises and Enforcement) Regulations 2006, and the Smoke-free (Exemptions and Vehicles) Regulations 2007.

2.2
It is proposed that staff and visitors to SEFRCC are permitted to smoke in a designated area.  Breaks taken to smoke will not form part of staff core working hours.

2.3
The smoking facility provided is a fully ventilated area, and meets the recommended guideline for a smoking shelter as per government advice.  It can only be accessed by leaving the main building and crossing the car park.

2.4
It is noted that there is no dropped kerb facility in the smoking shelter and it therefore could not be accessed by someone with mobility restraints.  This would be mitigated in a bespoke arrangement should anyone with access requirements join the staff team at SEFRCC.

3.
Proposal


3.1 It is recommended that, subject to consultation outcomes, the ‘SEFRCC SMOKE FREE’ policy is adopted and forms part of the Company’s core policies.

3.2
Version 1.1 of the ‘SEFRCC Smoke Free’ policy is supplied for consultation purposes.

4.      Exclusions / Future Decisions

4.1
Not applicable in this instance.

5.      Aims / Outcome

5.1 The aim of this consultation exercise is to:

· Ensure communication of the proposed Smoke-Free policy for the purposes of consultation.

· Provide opportunity for amendments or alternative suggestions to be tabled.

· Determine whether agreement can be reached as to the content of this policy.

From 23 September 2009, the material should be made freely available within FRSs, and be entered into the appropriate local consultation channels.  Responses from the consultation exercise need to be submitted in writing to:

A Davies

South East Fire and Rescue Control Centre Limited

South East RCC

PO BOX 62483

London

E16 9AT

Or by e-mail c/o:

Anita Davies, anita.davies@westsussex.gov.uk
Responses should consider whether agreement can be reached, what changes may apply in order to allow agreement, or specify acceptable alternatives. Please do not comment on matters not related to the item under consultation.

The deadline for submission, to allow responses to be considered at the next consultation forum is 4 November 2009.

Dawn Coates





Support Service Manager
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